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WITH INFRASTRUCTURE,
AS WITH ANYTHING TRUMP,
EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

Column

the project. Pennsylvania particularly needs to rebuild
its highway system and is not looking at billion-dollar
expansion projects. This will require a different approach.
The American Road & Transportation Builders Association
(ARTBA) has developed “The BOLD Act.” It creates
a new, sustainable method for funding expanded federal
investments in transportation infrastructure. It does this by
completely reforming the revenue stream that undergirds
federal Highway Trust Fund (HTF) investments.

by Robert E. Latham, CAE, APC Executive Vice President

Elaine Chao’s nomination for
Secretary of Transportation
appears, on the surface,
to be a typical Washington
move: Nominate the Senate
Majority Leader’s wife, make
points with the Leader, etc. But, Trump has been
unpredictable from the start, so we are left to
wonder if this is really the case.
I was struck by Trump’s early support of “massive infrastructure
investment,” even during the Republican Primary debates. Once, he
derided the Bush Administration’s foray into Iraq, suggesting that we
should have invested that money at home fixing roads, bridges, and
airports. That prompted an exchange with Carly Forina (remember
her?) where Forina declared, “You sound more like a Democrat!” Trump
continued to call for public works investment, even in his post-election
night speech.
Trump’s long-standing promise to rebuild the nation’s crumbling
infrastructure so far has only been expressed as a $1-trillion package
of private investment in transportation projects. Fiscal conservatives
have been reluctant to support conventional federal spending on
infrastructure. Instead, Congressional Republicans have supported
“private-sector dollars” to address the country’s transportation needs.
However, the fact is that public-private partnerships require large
amounts of capital and a potential for investors’ ROI at the end of

The BOLD Act – for the first time – aligns the major
source of revenue for federal transportation infrastructure.
It does so in a way that is fair, use-based and aligns
investments with national economic growth. It makes possible a major
reduction in the existing federal gas and diesel motor-fuel tax rates and
elimination of the federal heavy truck taxes.
Look for more details in the near future as ARTBA unveils The
BOLD Act.
In “one of the more surprising moments” of her Senate confirmation
hearing, Elaine Chao said the incoming administration would be
supportive of direct federal spending on transportation.
“We look forward to working with you to explore all the options, and
to create a mix of practical solutions – both public and private – that
provide the greatest cost-benefit to the public,” she said.
House Republican
leaders have always
signaled that the
federal gas tax is a
non-starter. Perhaps
they, and the Trump
Administration,
can look at ARTBA’s
BOLD Act as a
foundation to fix the
fiscal cliff that will
occur in 2020, as
Congress runs out of
gimmicks to keep the
HTF solvent.

ARTBA has developed “The BOLD Act.” It creates
a new, sustainable method for funding expanded
federal investments in transportation infrastructure.
www.paconstructors.org
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New to the Board...
Meet Our 4 New Volunteers

APC welcomes four new faces to the Board of Directors for 2017. Serving on the board as a volunteer is
important work and sometimes a heavy lift. We appreciate their guidance and direction on our path toward
long-term success. There will always be opportunities and challenges down the road, and we look to them to
help deliver strong results along the way.

Jay W.
Cleveland, Jr.

Jay W. Cleveland Jr. is president and CEO of Cleveland Brothers
Equipment Company Inc. He joined Cleveland Brothers in
1988 as a management trainee. In 1989, he became a customer
service representative and later the product support sales manager,
with responsibility for after sales support for Caterpillar general
line products. In 1991, Cleveland was promoted to vice president of
product support. In 1994, he became executive vice president and was
added the responsibility for the Cleveland Brothers’ Engine Division.
Cleveland was named president and CEO of Cleveland Brothers in 2000.

In 2001, he was named dealer principal by Caterpillar.
Cleveland is the son of Jay W. Cleveland, past chairman of the board and the grandson of Royal E. Cleveland, founder of Cleveland Brothers
Equipment Company.
He is a 1988 graduate of Lycoming College, with a degree in business administration. While at Lycoming, Cleveland played four years of
varsity basketball.
He serves as chair of the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation Board of Trustees, is on the Lycoming College Board of Trustees, and
the Shady Side Academy Board of Trustees.

Roger L. Drake is vice president of business development, regional manager
and EEO officer of Clearwater Construction Inc., one of Pennsylvania’s premier
bridge and heavy highway construction firms. He is responsible for Clearwater’s
Carlisle office as well as oversight of a number of projects in the Central and
Eastern regions of Pennsylvania. Drake has managed a number of projects in the
Pennsylvania Rapid Bridge Replacement Program being performed by Clearwater
and completed the first P3 bridge project delivered in Pennsylvania.

Roger L.
Drake

Throughout his 36-year career, Drake has worked as a member of the construction
trades as superintendent, estimator, project manager, and senior manager. He is a former Eagle Scout, was the recipient of the U.S. Army
Distinguished Center of Influence Award (2010) and a CFA Football Hall of Fame Inductee (2010).

8

HIGHWAY BUILDER

Winter 2017

Roy A.
Heim

Roy A. Heim is president of Heim Construction Co. Inc. Heim began his career
working for heavy highway contractor George R. Lynn. Two years later, he was
offered a position on the Bradley Hydroelectric Plant in Homer, Alaska, working
on a three-mile tunnel, a dam, and the hydroelectric plant.

In 1990, Heim founded Roy A. Heim Construction, specializing in sidewalk concrete
and remodeling projects. The company became incorporated in 1994, and became
Heim Construction Co. Inc. Heim Construction employs approximately 65 men and
women and has two divisions. The Infrastructure Division has completed projects such as
dams, water treatment plants, streetscapes, and small bridge projects. The company also has a General Construction Division.
Heim was honored in 2011 as the Entrepreneur of the Year by the Schuylkill Chamber of Commerce, and received citations from the
Pennsylvania Senate and House of Representatives. He supports his local community through his involvement with St. Josephs Center for
Special Learning, local school districts, and Schuylkill Health, to name a few.
He is a member of the Schuylkill Chamber of Commerce, APC, ABC, ICC, ACI, is or has sat on the board of Good Samaritan Foundation,
Associated Builders and Contractors, Schuylkill Municipal Authority, Schuylkill County Country Club, and Penn State Schuylkill.

Thomas R.
Quinnan

Thomas R. Quinnan is vice president of Leeward Construction Inc. He
has more than 28 years of experience in the heavy and highway industry,
with an emphasis in earthwork, bridge, highway, and utility construction
in the Northeast Pennsylvania region. He has been involved with all facets
of construction, from estimating and project management to administration.
As a member of the APC Board, he will focus on continuing and increasing
Northeast contractor involvement with APC.

In addition to Quinnan’s involvement on PennDOT projects, he has also served
as a leader in the utility contracting industry. He was the 2011-12 NUCA PA president, and remains as a northeastern representative on the
board. Among the many utility construction initiatives, Quinnan has had an active role advocating for changes to the PA One Call
law and negotiating revisions to PennDOT’s hoe-pac specifications. He also sits on the board of Johnson College in Scranton.

Help Highway Builder congratulate
YOUR association, the Associated
Pennsylvania Constructors, in
celebrating their 90th anniversary!
This is a great opportunity to support your association with a
congratulatory ad in the 2017 Spring issue coming out soon!
DEADLINE FOR ADS IS MARCH 1ST!!!
To place your ad, contact Mark Wolf at:
mwolf@triad-inc.com
Direct: (866) 679-9340

www.paconstructors.org
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“…The contractors and the Department benefit from
the opportunity for informal communications.”

‘THIS IS APC
AT ITS BEST.’

2016 APC/PENNDOT FALL SEMINAR
As one of our members stated at the
conclusion of the 2016 Fall Seminar,
“This is APC at its best.” The seminar
has become the must-attend educational
and networking event for transportation
professionals across the Commonwealth.
If you weren’t there, here’s just a sampling
of what you missed.
PennDOT Secretary of Transportation Leslie Richards
opened the conference by highlighting three core
Department initiatives underway in 2016.
• “PennDOT Connects” is a unique community
collaboration piece that involves outreach early in the
project development phase so that every project develops
into a true asset.
• A county transportation project that supports
incentivizing maintenance and paving operations to
improve efficiencies and service delivery.
• Working with Industry partners toward creating a more
diverse and inclusive workforce.
The December retirement of Scott Christie, deputy
secretary for Highway Administration, was officially
announced. PennDOT veteran George McAuley assumed
the position in January. To honor Christie’s steadfast
service to the transportation construction industry, a $1,000
donation was made by APC to the ARTBA Memorial
Scholarship Program in his name.
A record-breaking number of attendees heard from a wide
range of General Session speakers on relevant topics such as
developing a safety culture, maintaining the Transportation
“The Fall Seminar is a very
good tool for the Industry.”
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Quality Initiative (TQI), and the challenges of creating
and sustaining a robust workforce. PennDOT and the PA
Turnpike provided an advanced look at their 2017 programs,
and the Hulton Bridge project was spotlighted.
A full afternoon of breakout sessions
“The APC Exhibit Hall
covering structure issues, technology
is a great forum for us to
tools, work zone safety, diversity
communicate with others
enhancement, contract administration,
in our field of work.”
workforce development, and a design
focus provided something of value for
everyone. You can find many of the presentations on the
seminar website – www.apcfallseminar.com.
A bustling and energized exhibit hall featured 160 vendors
showcasing their latest products. In the words of one APC
member, "The exhibit area provided a venue that was great
for networking and discussions with other business partners.”
Don’t be left out in the cold in November. Plan now
to connect with your industry peers in 2017!
November 15-17, 2017
Hershey Lodge

“Love the exhibit hall atmosphere.
The interaction is outstanding.”
“The projects presented were informative and always
show the ingenuity of the contractors working in PA.”

APC President Craig
Hoogstraten presided over
the Opening General Session.

Eagle Scout James Thompson (left)
opened the conference by singing the
National Anthem. In Thompson’s honor,
APC Executive Vice President Bob
Latham presented a donation to his
Boy Scout Troop 54.

“Productive networking/marketing opportunity
and informative sessions.”

“Excellent information presented in a useful format.”

“I wanted to be at two or three places at once.
Too many good choices this year!”

Engineering Innovation
Project
Management
Construction
Management
Construction
Inspection
Dispute
Resolution

610-992-9090

www.jbcassociates.com

D/WBE

www.gannettfleming.com • Offices Worldwide

2017_HighwayBuilder_4C_3.375x2.125.indd 1

12/20/2016 8:18:30 AM
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Leaders
Rising
Through
the Ranks
Mission: Facilitate the development of a diverse
workforce and future industry leaders.
According to the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE), while
Millennials are already leaders at some businesses and organizations, the number
of them moving into the C-suite is only going to increase over this next decade –
making it even more important to understand the differences and similarities of
current executives and those rising through the ranks.
ASAE points to research regarding the ongoing departure of Baby Boomers
from the U.S. workforce. With each passing day, Millennial leaders assume an
increasing role in steering both the nation’s economy and the organizations that
comprise it. APC’s Strategic Plan 2019 includes: to “facilitate the development
of a diverse workforce and future industry leaders.” As part of that effort, in
November, APC held our 2nd Annual Leadership Development Forum.
Up-and-coming future leaders gathered
at the Hershey Lodge to participate
in the Forum. The four-hour program
offered insight into personal development,
community and political leadership,
improved project performance, and APC’s
vision for the industry.
Among the Forum highlights were:

Emotional Intelligence, or Emotional Quotient (EQ). EQ is a driver of individual and
organizational success. Emotional Intelligence is the ability to understand our
12
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Political and Community Engagement. How we
interact with our community and political
leaders will be vital to the future of the
industry. Lisa Wagman-Glezer introduced
the keys to a successful community
engagement program to enhance the
industry’s “brand.” She also showed the
ease of becoming an important, recognized
political contact to effectively message our
industry’s issues to elected officials.

own emotions and the emotions
of others. Dr. John Park discussed
the importance of EQ and the key
components of EQ to focus on how
they can have a positive or negative
impact on leadership effectiveness.

Partnering for Success. According to the

We plan to make the Forum an annual event, with greater participation
in future years. In addition, attendees from the past two years suggested
that APC’s future leaders have a desire to attend more meetings with
peer members and perhaps PennDOT officials at the District level
to discuss issues of mutual concern. APC intends to pursue those
opportunities and to find ways to complement the American Road and
Transportation Builders Association’s Leadership Development Program.

© Aerophoto America

International Partnering Institute, the
CII produced a study in 1996 that
examined best practices in more than 300
U.S. construction projects. Partnering
projects had 83 percent fewer claims, 10
percent reduced costs, averaged finishing
20 percent ahead of schedule, 10-times
fewer lost-time incidents, and reported
30 percent higher job satisfaction
ratings! David Sinodis of Red Wolf
Consulting discussed the importance of
reintroducing the partnering culture to
our project.

TRANSPORTATION &
INFRASTRUCTURE
BUILDINGS &
FACILITIES
CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT
ENERGY
SERVICES

PennDOT District 6, I-95 Section BRI Reconstruction Betsy Ross Interchange

Enduring. Driven. Visionary.
Reaching the century mark isn’t easy – you have to be quality-driven, client-focused,
and have a vision for the future. At 100+ years, STV is looking ahead. As an employeeowned firm, our planners, architects, engineers and construction managers have a
stake in the business, and are committed to quality performance. We provide personal
attention and timely solutions, with an eye toward sustainability. And with more than
40 offices, we are a local firm with national resources.
When it comes to getting your project delivered right, choose the firm that has
the drive and vision to be the best.

An employee-owned firm
Offices in Philadelphia,
Douglassville, Harrisburg,
Pittsburgh, and Williamsport
Contact: Leonard Smith, Jr., PE
(717) 545-2103
Leonard.Smith@stvinc.com
www.stvinc.com

www.paconstructors.org
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New Year,
New Washington
by ARTBA Staff

The New Year brought about a host of changes to Washington,
D.C. A new president, new administration, and new Congress have
swept into town. With all of this change comes a host of opportunity
for the transportation construction industry in three specific areas:
infrastructure investment, regulatory reform, and the economic benefits
of transportation investment.
Infrastructure Investment Outlook
The election of a new president, whose party controls both chambers
of Congress and for whom substantially boosting federal infrastructure
investment is a top priority, provides an unprecedented opportunity
for the transportation construction industry. For more than a decade,
transportation infrastructure debates on Capitol Hill and the resulting
legislation and laws have largely revolved around different ways of
packaging the status quo. President Donald Trump’s call for a massive
infrastructure initiative, however, has the potential to both shake up
this situation and deliver the meaningful results so many have assumed
would never again be possible at the federal level.
While GOP leaders in the House and Senate were initially dismissive
of the president’s push for major new infrastructure investments, that
resistance is appearing to crack. House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.),
who prior to the 2016 elections laughed at Trump’s advocacy for an
infrastructure package, included infrastructure funding in a list of
priority items Congress would be advancing in the first part of 2017.
Ryan fully attributed this evolution to the influence of the president.
While Republican and Democratic leaders of both parties in Congress
and the White House have been obstacles to substantially boosting federal
transportation funding and generating the revenues necessary to support
these investments, there remains substantial interest and support among
rank-and-file members of Congress in achieving these goals. Early last year,
House Highways and Transit Subcommittee Chairman Sam Graves
(R-Mo.) and Ranking Democrat Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.)
championed a letter signed by 130 House members (56 Republicans and
74 Democrats) calling for the inclusion of a permanent Highway Trust
Fund revenue fix in any legislation intended to reform the U.S. tax code.
14
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Ryan indicated an infrastructure package was likely to be part of a
budget process that would advance later this spring. Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) has been less specific about infrastructure
investment, but has noted that any package must be responsibly paid for
and that he looks forward to seeing the president’s proposal.
Trump’s nominee to be the next U.S. Secretary of Transportation,
Elaine Chao, reiterated at her January 11 confirmation hearing that
an infrastructure investment package is one of President Trump’s top
priorities. Chao added that his infrastructure plan would be “ambitious
and futuristic, and comprehensive,” but did not provide specifics. While
Chao and other Trump transition officials have heavily promoted the
benefits of public-private partnerships and financing tools, she said it
was her belief that the Trump infrastructure plan would also include
direct federal investment.
After years of gridlock on this issue, the potential of the new administration
and Congress to deliver results cannot be overstated. The challenge,
however, resides in not only ensuring infrastructure remains on the agenda
of the president and congressional leadership, but that it be done right.
To that end, it is also essential that any infrastructure measure include
both robust direct federal investment – with a permanent Highway
Trust Fund fix as a foundation – and project financing mechanisms.
ARTBA is working with our allies in Washington to make sure all
Trump transition officials and all members of Congress hear these
messages. We need your help to ensure all members of the Pennsylvania
congressional delegation are hearing these same priorities from their
constituents at home.
Contact ARTBA’s Vice President of Congressional Affairs Dean Franks,
dfranks@artba.org, if you have any questions about how to approach
your members of Congress.
Regulatory Reform
ARTBA, on January 9, launched a major effort to improve the federal
regulatory environment for the transportation construction industry,

timed to coincide with the incoming Trump Administration. While
ARTBA continues to advocate for major new federal investments in
transportation projects, the association has also developed a detailed
listing of more than 20 regulations and other policy actions that affect –
and often undermine - the industry’s commitment to delivering projects
as efficiently, safely, and timely as possible.
ARTBA is sharing its recommendations – entitled “Ripe for Reform:
Federal Regulatory Issues Impacting Transportation Project Delivery” –
with transition officials for President Trump, as well as House and
Senate transportation leaders and their staff. ARTBA will also present
the report to incoming federal agency officials when they take office with
the new administration. Citing the president’s oft-stated commitment to
investing major dollars to upgrade the nation’s infrastructure, ARTBA’s
recommendations note that “(l)essening the transportation construction
industry’s unreasonable regulatory burden will maximize the value of the
significant new dollars being invested in transportation improvement
projects, unleash innovation in designing and building them, and take
full advantage of job-creation possibilities.”
The compilation document addresses existing rules, proposed rules,
guidance, and executive orders currently in place, many of which
were issued by the outgoing Obama Administration. These include
regulations and policies administered by the United States Department
of Transportation (DOT), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
Department of Labor (DOL), Department of the Interior (DOI), Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC), and the White House
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ).
ARTBA will continue to revise its recommendations as new regulatory
challenges arise.
If you have any questions about regulatory issues, contact ARTBA’s Vice
President of Regulatory Affairs Nick Goldstein at ngoldstein@artba.org.
Economic Benefits of Transportation Investment Well Documented
Transportation capital investments boost economic output and spur
private-sector productivity, a relationship that has been well documented
for decades in academic literature. Although the exact impact of the
investment has varied among studies, the fact that there is a positive
relationship is widely accepted.
A recent study commissioned by the U.S. Treasury Department focused
on the economic benefits of specific projects across the country. Released
in December 2016, “40 Proposed U.S. Transportation and Water
Infrastructure Projects of Major Economic Significance” also explores
some of the challenges of completing the work.
The analysis found that for every $1 in capital spent on these projects,
the net economic benefit to the economy ranged between $3.50 and $7.

included rising capital costs, an extended review and permitting process,
and working across multiple jurisdictions.
Studies have found that the economic benefits of transportation
investment are both immediate and long-lasting. There is an initial
positive impact on output, jobs, and wages as the construction activity
spurs direct demand for materials, labor, and other inputs. As these
employees spend their wages to buy goods and services, there is
additional demand through other sectors of the economy.
The second impact comes in the longer run, as businesses become more
productive. There are operational and time-cost savings, as trucks and
passenger vehicles spend less time in congestion. Businesses will have
wider access to potential employees, customers, and suppliers, thus driving
more competition and increasing efficiency. It is these increases in productivity
that have an additional positive impact on a state or local economy.
A study by Dr. Alicia Munnell, of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston,
concluded that states that invested more in infrastructure tended to have
greater output, more private investment, and more employment growth. Her
work found that a 1 percent increase in public capital would raise national
output by 0.15 percent. She further notes that the major impact of public
capital output is from investment in highways and water and sewer systems.
Other public capital investments, such as school buildings and hospitals,
had virtually no measureable impact on private production. Munnell also
concludes that public capital and infrastructure investment have a significant
positive impact on a state’s private employment growth and private-sector output.
Federal Highway Administration economist Theresa Smith reached similar
conclusions, finding that a 10 percent increase in highway and capital
stock would increase a state’s gross state product by 1.2 to 1.3 percent.
Additional studies have found that transportation infrastructure
investments have an impact on the attractiveness of local communities,
which helps determine local economic activity and land values. In
general, most studies find that locations close to large transportation
infrastructure investment have higher land values.
Overall, the benefits from investing to maintain and improve a state’s
transportation network are greater than the cost, and can help support
economic growth throughout the economy for years to come.
Contact ARTBA’s Senior Vice President and Chief Economist Dr.
Alison Premo Black, ablack@artba.org, if you have any questions about
the economic benefits of transportation projects.
It is our hope that this article provides a strong case for staying involved
in what happens in Washington, D.C. As always, ARTBA will be
working aggressively to pursue the federal interests of the transportation
construction industry in all of the areas mentioned in this article and more.

The report also found that a lack of public funding was “by far the most
common factor hindering the completion” of the projects. Of the 40
projects, 39 were constrained by funding challenges. Additional factors
www.paconstructors.org
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THE INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTION

Following a contentious and controversial presidential campaign and election, President
Trump will face the immense challenge of leading Republicans and Democrats on a
path toward finding common ground. The pressing need for “massive infrastructure
investment” should be on everyone’s agenda for the first 100 days of the new
administration and beyond.
Ride along with us as three of our Pennsylvania-elected officials consider the promise of
a robust infrastructure investment plan, the innovative solutions generated through publicprivate partnerships, and the need to advance a meaningful transportation funding bill.
Will infrastructure be the biggest winner of 2016 election? With any luck, we’ll be able
to answer with a resounding: “YES!”

16

HIGHWAY BUILDER

Winter 2017

FEATURE

THE INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTION

by Jerry Marks,
TriAd Marketing & Media

THE INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTION –

Look for Surprises to Continue
It’s difficult to decide what the biggest surprise
has been when it comes to the election of
45th U.S. President Donald John Trump:
• He entered the presidential race known for being an entrepreneur
and real-estate developer, who became a household name through
a reality television show and as executive producer of the Miss
Universe, Miss USA, and Miss Teen USA pageants.
Trump is the first U.S. President to have never held an elected office,
a top government post, or military rank prior to becoming the
nation’s Commander in Chief.
• Pennsylvania voters awarded the Republican president the state’s
20 electoral votes needed to total 270 electoral votes to win the election.
Trump’s victory in Pennsylvania is the first time the state’s voters
selected a Republican candidate in the presidential election since
George H. Bush became the 41st U.S. President in 1988. Prior to
the 2016 Election, Pennsylvania voters had selected Democratic
candidates Bill Clinton (1992, 1996), Al Gore (2000), John Kerry
(2004) and Barack Obama (2008, 2012).
• In his acceptance speech the day after the election, then Presidentelect Trump talked about an infrastructure program between
$500 billion to $1 trillion, saying, "We are going to fix our inner
cities and rebuild our highways, bridges, tunnels, airports, schools,
hospitals. We're going to rebuild our infrastructure – which will

become, by the way, second to none. And we will put millions of our
people to work as we rebuild it."
Surely, news of Donald Trump being elected the next U.S. President
was a surprise – especially after CNN exit polls showed him losing in
most states, including in Pennsylvania by 4.4 percent. Trump ultimately
won The Keystone State by 1.2 percent of the vote – 44,292 votes –
over Democrat Hillary Clinton. However, his infrastructure ideas, like
his sometimes politically incorrect demeanor during the presidential
race, were an even bigger surprise. Just four days after Trump’s election
victory, a Fortune.com article, “Trump’s Surprising Transportation
Initiatives,” talked about how “that level of (infrastructure) spending
would put him far beyond the pale of traditional GOP politics,” and his
thoughts on mass transit and high-speed trains “are typically a bugaboo
for the American right.”
A boon to the right, however, is that Trump should have an easier time
getting things done compared to his predecessor. While President
Obama, a Democrat, faced numerous political challenges in the
Republican-controlled U.S. Legislature, November’s election gave
Republicans, for only the second time since 1929, control of the White
House, U.S. House, U.S. Senate and the majority of state governors.
Among Pennsylvania’s 20 members of U.S. Congress there are 14
Republicans and six Democrats.

No Surprise When it Comes to Infrastructure
Although President Trump may be cut from a different cloth as
previous U.S. leaders, he has made a name for himself through what
he has physically built in creating his financial empire. According to
The Hill.com, “Trump has always conceived of himself as a builder. It
www.paconstructors.org
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is at the core of his identity. Now is the opportunity to demonstrate
that we can accomplish great, transformative projects for the American
people in a bipartisan manner.”
Now would be the time to improve both the nation’s transportation
needs and the economy; the two go hand-in-hand. The Bipartisan
Policy Center suggests the U.S. is in need of $1.7 trillion in current
surface transportation improvements, $126 billion in airport needs,
and $30 billion in ports and inland waterway improvements. The
center’s projections correspond with a 2014 analysis by the National
Economic Council and President Obama’s Council of Economic
Advisers, which report that 65 percent of the nation’s major roads are
in less than “good” condition; 25 percent of bridges “require significant
repair or cannot handle its traffic load,” and nearly half of Americans
lack access to transit.
Improving the nation’s transportation system carries with it a high
return on investment (ROI). ROI is something someone with a strong
business sense – like President Trump – understands quite well. Since
last fall’s election, the U.S. Treasury Department released a study on the
economic benefits of specific infrastructure projects, “40 Proposed U.S.
Transportation and Water Infrastructure Projects of Major Economic

Significance,” which showed that every $1 spent on these projects
would provide $3.50-$7 in economic benefits.
If needed transportation improvements and high-rate of ROI aren’t
enough to spark a resurgence in infrastructure, then President Trump’s
campaign slogan, “Make America Great Again,” should be the final
brick in the figurative wall to build a stronger infrastructure system.
As a presidential candidate, Trump called the nation’s airports “third
world,” and Urban Land Institute statistics help prove his point.
According to the institute’s findings, The Hill reports that “the U.S.
spends less than 1 percent of gross domestic product (GDP) on
infrastructure, compared with 9 percent by China and 5 percent by
India.” World Economic Forum surveys also show that U.S. roads
ranked 19th worldwide in quality and railways were 18th.
Another reason for transportation investment in the Trump
Administration is that it is the will of the voters. According to
railjournal.com, nearly 70 percent – 33 of 49 measures – on November
ballots were approved. “The election showed the strong appetite among
the people living in U.S. cities to support improved public transit. It
also sent a clear message to President Trump that his proposed U.S.
$1 trillion infrastructure investment plan should include a significant

I.U.O.E.
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TOTAL PRECAST STRUCTURE: SHERMAN VALLEY RUN BRIDGE
PADOT District 9-0 • Accelerated Bridge Construction Project

New Enterprise Stone and Lime Co., Inc. erected the Sherman Valley Run Bridge, located in Bedford County on State Route 1020, in July 2012 as
THEprecast
INFRASTRUCTURE
their first total
concrete acceleratedELECTION
bridge system. The EADS Group of Altoona designed the bridge under the direction of the District 9-0
Bridge Engineer, Ralph DeStefano. Newcrete Products, a division of New Enterprise Stone and Lime Co., Inc. detailed, fabricated and delivered the
precast substructure units and the prestressed adjacent slab beams for the project.
appropriation to public transport, a sentiment that the America
Public Transportation Association was keen to echo in the aftermath
of the election.”

What is Infrastructure? You May Be Surprised.
As giddy as transportation advocates are about President Trump’s
$1 trillion infrastructure plan, there is concern on what exactly is his
definition of “infrastructure.”
“… Just what he means by infrastructure is unclear. The word
itself wasn’t used at all until the 1980s, and is imprecise” according
to a Dec. 22, 2016, Fortune.com article, “What You Need to
Know about Donald Trump’s $1 Trillion Infrastructure Plan.”
The article said the meaning of infrastructure for President-elect
TEKLA Structures 3D MODEL
FINISHED STRUCTURE
Trump “doesn’t simply list bridges and tunnels, but also schools
The precast components included footings, abutments, wing walls, scour cut off walls and moment approach slabs. The bridge was successfully
and hospitals.
In other
words:
real-estate.”
Trump’s
completed
and open
to traffic
within
the required
threecampaign
(3) week PADOT schedule starting at detour implementation. Newcrete utilized the building
position paper
on infrastructure
hints ofTEKLA
a pivoting
from a Trimble Company, to model the bridge in 3D and create the framing plan and shop
information
modeling
(BIM) application
Structures,
drawings
for the project.
During the detailing
phase,
Newcrete combined several of the substructure units reducing the total number of precast
“bureaucracies”
toward “transactions,”
as it appears
private
elements to eighteen (18) from thirty eight (38). The substructure elements were “match casted” and partially assembled at the plant to ensure all the
companies could build and own infrastructure developments.
pieces fit together well.
Private companies would be “incentivized by massive tax credits,
The goals and benefits of accelerated bridge construction were completely achieved, and New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co., Inc. extends a sincere
worth
of the down
payments,”
according
toothers
Fortune.com.
thank
you82%
to District
9-0, the
EADS Group
and all
who contributed to the success of this unique project.
“With $167 billion in private investment, the $1 trillion plan does
not hit taxpayers … because the tax credits would be offset by new
revenue from the economic stimulus created.”

New Enterprise
Stone & Lime Co., Inc.

While the Trump Administration plans to create an infrastructure
task force, The Washington Post suggests “the task force would have
A division of New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co., Inc.
to help identify what qualifies as infrastructure, a word that has been
used to describe everything from roads to broadband, from bike trails
to electric transmission lines.”

 Blacktop

Trump Insiders: No Surprises

 Ready-Mix
Concrete

While surprises abounded throughout Trump’s more than 17-month
presidential campaign, and it still remains a surprise to many that he
won the election, former consultants for the 45th U.S. President say
don’t be surprised if you continue to be surprised.

 Crushed Stone

 Lime
 Free Estimates
 No Job Too Big
or Too Small

“He’s not going to behave like any of the first 44 presidents,” said
former Trump consultant Barry Bennett. “There’s not going to be
any of this political nicety,” as the opposition can expect to be called
out 140 characters at a time through Twitter and other social media.
“The style you see is the style you’re going to get,” said Furman
University Political Science Professor C. Danielle Vinson. “For
everyone waiting for him to pivot, it’s not going to happen. He has
been like this his entire career, and I think he’ll continue to be like
Reliability • Resources • Results
this … He’s a bull in a china shop.”
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in as Transportation
Secretary, I expect she
will be heavily involved
in the new president’s
infrastructure plans.
"But 'infrastructure'
can be very broadly
defined, and can cut across
multiple Executive Branch
departments and agencies,
congressional committees, and
private industries. The committee I
chair, the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, has legislative
oversight of many aspects
of our nation’s transportation system, but we
frequently work with other committees where
there is shared jurisdiction, when 'infrastructure' goes
beyond roads, bridges, airports, waterways, and other more
traditional public works and transportation modes.
"I look forward to not only working with President Trump and his
nominee to head the Transportation Department, but also other
members of the administration who will be focused on improving
the nation’s infrastructure for the 21st century."
HB: President Trump has appointed an
“Infrastructure Task Force.” What do
you see as the potential benefit of such

HB: Do you expect Congress to wait for a “Trump Infrastructure Plan,”
or is Congress developing its own plan?

a group, or should the Administration
work through the U.S. Department
of Transportation?

"I have been encouraged ever since
the presidential campaign of President Trump, which had a major focus
on the need to invest in and strengthen America’s infrastructure.
"Infrastructure is the backbone of our economy. It provides a strong
physical platform that facilitates commerce and economic growth,
ensures global competitiveness, creates American jobs, and supports
national security.
"I was also encouraged when the President-elect nominated Elaine
Chao to head the Department of Transportation. I believed it was
essential that he select someone to run the Department who has a
background leading large organizations, knowledge of how Congress
and the legislative process work, and the right mix of public and private
experience necessary to oversee an agenda to transform America’s
transportation system for the 21st century. I think he selected the right
person for the job in Elaine Chao, and now that she has been sworn
22
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"The Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and Congress
regularly address infrastructure through our legislative agenda and
oversight activities. These efforts will continue, but we will work with
the new Trump Administration as they start up their Transportation
Department and other agencies and develop their own infrastructure
proposal, so that we can move forward in making responsible
investments in our infrastructure, streamlining transportation
improvements, reducing regulatory burdens, encouraging the use of
private-public partnerships – where appropriate – and encouraging
innovation to preserve and strengthen America’s economic
competitiveness. President Trump, Republicans, and Democrats alike
are interested in improving infrastructure, and I believe we can all work
together to achieve that goal."
HB: We have read much about private investment in infrastructure
projects. Do you believe this is viable for Pennsylvania’s highway
and transit needs? If so, how would this program work?

"We know the private sector has significant interest in investing in
U.S. infrastructure. Last Congress, I established a special panel of the

THE INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTION
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee to examine the role of
public-private partnerships (P3s) in infrastructure.
"The P3 Panel provided the committee with a comprehensive
report. For instance, the P3 report made recommendations to grow
public-sector capacity to better structure agreements and ensure
the needs of the public sector are adequately protected. It also
proposed improvements to traditional procurement processes to
ensure better outcomes for all projects. The report included a series
of recommendations for breaking down barriers to P3s, and changes
to federal programs to allow for partnerships to be more easily
considered by states and localities. The report also recommended
steps to ensure transparency and accountability for P3s.
"The committee has continued to utilize the P3 Panel’s work
in developing legislation, such as the recent highway bill, the
FAST Act. Although P3s are not the sole solution to the nation’s
infrastructure needs, and they may not work in all instances, they
can offer significant benefits, particularly for large, complex projects
that may otherwise never get done. It remains to be seen precisely
what part P3s will play in an infrastructure plan this year, but I
believe, when properly managed and well executed, they can be
successfully utilized throughout the country."
HB: What do you believe is the role of the federal government in

ADVANCED
TIMBER PILE
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for the Interstates and Primary system, or providing funding to
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"There has always been a strong federal role in transportation in
the United States. Adam Smith, the father of modern economics
and author of "The Wealth of Nations," argued the three essential
duties of government are to provide for national defense, preserve
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need for a strong federal role in providing for America’s infrastructure.
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"Having said that, there must also be significant flexibility in federal
transportation programs for states to determine and address their most
pressing needs. For example, the federal highway bill provides direction
and vision for a cohesive national highway system, but rightly provides
much discretion to Pennsylvania and the other states in determining
what specific projects to fund.
"We don’t need another stimulus-style proposal, which actually
focused very little on infrastructure relative to the entire package.
We can make smart investments and empower the states to decide
how best to use them."
HB: Are you familiar with the American Road & Transportation Builders
Association’s proposed “BOLD Act”? Do you think we should look
beyond the federal gas tax for long-term funding mechanisms?

"I remain committed to addressing the long-term sustainability of
the Highway Trust Fund and boosting investment in our transportation
system wherever possible. I welcome any proposals to do the same
from across the broad spectrum of stakeholders. These are obviously
difficult issues, but they must be tackled at all levels of government.
It hasn’t been done yet at the federal level, but fortunately states like
Pennsylvania are finding statewide solutions to transportation funding
issues. Stakeholders and states that are providing alternative funding
proposals and developing local solutions can help facilitate a broader
national solution. The current federal gas tax is clearly insufficient to
meet the needs of our system, and we’ve got to continue exploring
fiscally responsible solutions to our transportation needs. To be
successful in this effort will require presidential leadership, and I
believe we’ve got a new president who truly understands the importance
of a healthy transportation system."
Congressman Bill Shuster (PA-9) is chairman of the House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee.
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HB: President Trump has appointed an
“Infrastructure Task Force.” What do
you see as the potential benefit of such
a group, or should the Administration
work through the U.S. Department
of Transportation?

"Voters consistently heard about our
nation’s 'crumbling roads and bridges' throughout the 2016 campaign.
President Trump has promised a robust infrastructure investment plan,
which could gain the support of many in Congress. Although the
President’s transition team promises infrastructure will be a high priority
in 2017, many of the details regarding their plan to fix America’s roads,
rails, airports, and waterways have yet to be worked out.
"A task force comprised of state and private-sector officials with
infrastructure experience could help provide the Department of
Transportation and Congress a clear picture of what issues the new
administration wants to prioritize."
HB: Do you expect Congress to wait for a “Trump Infrastructure Plan,”
or is Congress developing its own plan?

"In late 2015, Congress passed the first, long-term transportation
and infrastructure plan in many years. As a member of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, building on that progress
is a priority and I plan to be very involved moving forward. I’m confident
we will have a clearer idea of our infrastructure plans after the president’s
task force is assembled and his Department of Transportation is reorganized. I have no doubt the Trump Administration can successfully
work with Republicans and Democrats in Congress to improve America’s
infrastructure, the backbone of our economy. "

THE INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTION
HB: We have read much about private investment in infrastructure

states and allowing them the flexibility to decide which projects

projects. Do you believe this is viable for Pennsylvania’s highway

and programs to fund?)

and transit needs? If so, how would this program work?

"Yes, private investment has the ability to ensure the timely completion
of infrastructure projects while remaining fiscally responsible. It’s
not the silver bullet for our infrastructure funding problems, but it’s
a valuable tool to have in the box. Public-private partnerships (P3s)
are a financing and procurement option, which in some circumstances
can speed up the delivery of high-cost, technically complex projects,
and leverage private-sector resources and expertise while mitigating
construction and operations risk for the public sector. Additionally,
as a member of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s
Panel on Public-Private Partnerships, I know these projects can bring
innovative solutions to infrastructure challenges by enabling the private
sector to bring a broad array of invested parties to the table, often with
substantial experience in the particular type of project being procured."
HB: What do you believe is the role of the federal government in
funding infrastructure? (i.e. Providing a stable funding stream for

"Adequate federal investment in transportation and infrastructure is
a necessary precondition to modernize our nation’s highways, bridges,
rail, and transit systems, airports, ports, waterways, and public buildings.
My state of Pennsylvania has very old infrastructure. Almost all of our
highway and bridgework has some federal component, and without
that help, those projects would grind to a halt. However, we must
have the political courage to make sure every dime is spent efficiently.
Hard-working taxpayers demand, and deserve, that from us. How
do we do that? I’ve long supported legislation in Congress to reform
the Davis-Bacon Act, a law that requires federal contractors working
in construction to be paid the prevailing local wage, as well as other
regulatory reforms that would ensure projects are completed faster and
more efficiently."
Congressman Scott Perry (R-4) is a member of the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee and is chairman of the Subcommittee on Highways
and Transit.

the Interstates and Primary system, or providing funding to the
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TRUMP TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE
PLAN IS SOUND, BUSINESS-LIKE APPROACH
by Congressman Lou Barletta

One of the great advantages the United States
has held over our economic competitors in the
industrialized world is our multi-modal transportation
infrastructure network. It has allowed us to ship goods
tremendous distances, both within this country and
around the world, more cheaply and efficiently than
other nations.
Over time, our infrastructure has fallen into an alarming state of
disrepair, putting at risk our competitive advantage and threatening our
ability to reaffirm our status as an economic leader in the world. As a
26
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former mayor who has dealt with transportation needs at the ground
level, as someone with a background in the road construction business,
and as a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, I support President Donald J. Trump’s business-like
approach to addressing these pressing needs.
As a former mayor of my hometown of Hazleton, Pa., I have first-hand
knowledge of transportation issues, specifically the road and bridge
construction needs of local communities. I saw the way traffic left the
interstate highways and affects local roads and structures, and learned of
the never-ending need for infrastructure funding. In the road construction
business, I learned that private industry requires long-term planning and

THE INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTION
dedicated funding sources. It is simply a fact that no employer will make
plans to hire more workers or purchase million dollar pieces of equipment
without long-term security in government contracts. And no state or
local government can make long-term plans without certainty in federal
transportation spending. As a House negotiator on the last five-year
highway bill, I stressed that a longer view is needed, as is a reliable source
of financing for these projects. President Trump will ease these concerns.
From my seat as a subcommittee chairman of the House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, I have been a champion of Public-Private
Partnerships (P3s) because of their mutual benefit to taxpayers and private
enterprise. The Trump approach to refurbishing our transportation
system is an extension of that P3 practice, writ large. It has long been my
view that government itself rarely directly creates jobs, rather, it can help
create the conditions in which the private sector can thrive and grow the
economy as it should. The Trump plan does exactly this by offering private
companies incentives to invest in infrastructure programs, while also
bringing large chunks of their assets back to American shores.
The president’s plan to inject hundreds of billions of dollars into highways,
bridges, railways, and airports by using private-sector involvement is
an innovative approach I wholeheartedly support. By offering
tax credits, the government will induce private firms to invest in
construction projects as a means to improve their bottom lines. At
the same time, increased revenue to those private companies would
boost job creation and employee income, increasing economic
activity and tax revenue simultaneously. Economic analysts estimate
the idea would create about 3.3 million jobs in construction and
related industries, greatly benefiting the overall American economy.
Put into proper practice, a robust infrastructure plan is not only a
transportation program, it is a jobs program as well.
During the presidential campaign much was made of domestic
companies which have sheltered trillions of dollars of their
capital overseas, and the Trump infrastructure plan also tackles
that problem. With a discounted repatriation rate, these
firms could return their cash to the United States and use the
infrastructure tax credits to offset their costs. This will have the
effect of bringing money back into the domestic economy, which
previously had been unavailable, and would perfectly marry tax
policy with domestic infrastructure programs.
One final barrier to increased investment in infrastructure
improvements is the blizzard of red tape that any willing
private firm has encountered upon contact with the federal
government. As a businessman, Donald J. Trump has seen this
obstacle and knows that it must be cleared away if there is to
be any meaningful involvement of American entrepreneurs in
our infrastructure revival. He knows that every dollar spent on
supporting or adding to the bureaucratic maze of Washington,

D.C. is a dollar that will not be spent on a road or bridge somewhere in
America. This is the mindset we have been waiting for.
I have grown weary of the short-term patch approach to transportation
funding. Long-term planning is needed, as is a dedicated funding source
to consistently supply our transportation infrastructure needs. The time
has come to dispense with the old way of doing the people’s business
and to employ a new, business-like approach to governing. As someone
with great interest in transportation policy and the economic benefits
that can result, I am on board with the Trump plan to rejuvenate our
infrastructure, create jobs, and make America
globally competitive again.

Congressman Lou Barletta (R-11) is a member
of the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee and is chairman of the Subcommittee
on Economic Development, Public Buildings,
and Emergency Management.
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by Frank M.

President Donald J. Trump has a vision to transform America’s
crumbling infrastructure into a first-rate opportunity for accelerated
economic growth and more rapid productivity gains with a deficitneutral plan targeting substantial new infrastructure investments. He
is looking to encourage investments in the electricity grid, security,
transportation, water, airports, pipelines, telecommunications, ports,
as well as other forms of infrastructure.
As part of the process, his team envisions creating new jobs to enable new economic
development in the United States, all of which will generate new tax revenues. To make
this happen, he plans to leverage new revenues and work with financing authorities,
public-private partnerships (P3s), and other prudent funding opportunities. Also, he
intends to harness market forces to help attract new, private infrastructure investments
through a deficit-neutral system of infrastructure tax credits.
During his campaign, Trump promised $1 trillion in infrastructure improvements, with
major tax incentives for private investors in P3s. In a 10-page white paper he released
in October, Trump’s campaign said that kind of spending would require a $167 billion
equity investment. To encourage the investment, the paper said, the investors would
get a tax credit equal to 82 percent of the equity amount. Tax revenue from the project
construction would provide the funds for the tax credits, it said.
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THE INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTION
Several questions being asked in the contracting industry include:
• Will this infrastructure initiative come from the federal level,
will it be delegated to the states, or will it be a combination of
the two structures?
• What entities will decide the timing, and which projects will be
selected? Will there be a national priority list, or a state priority list,
or will the private sector simply vote with their cash on what projects
get funded and their timelines?
• To attract private financing, what will be the revenue stream that can
be used to pay back the lenders and allow them a reasonable return?
• Will there be credit enhancements offered, along the lines of the
TIFIA program, now limited just to transportation projects? Will
there be an attempt to dovetail these projects with federal grants?
• How will state infrastructure bank funding be handled?
• Will there be an attempt to bring in local or municipal
funding and related support through a P3 to advance projects?
• What will be the impact of sales tax-approved ballot
measures, which overwhelmingly were approved in many
local jurisdictions, regardless of whether the president
does more to stimulate P3s?

Leveraging voter-approved sales tax for infrastructure must begin with
understanding the difference between financing and funding a P3. As
for financing, there is more than $300 billion in private capital ready
to be deployed where investors expect to be paid over the lifecycle
of the project either through government availability payments or
revenue generated from the project (i.e. rider ticket sales, tolls or lease
payments from tenants). Public funding for P3 projects in the past
has been the unknown variable; but, now with an approved sales tax
for transportation projects local governments are able to make funds
available to repay the investors. As an example, California voters
approved a half-cent sales tax increase four years ago, which resulted
in the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
creating a robust group of projects that are active or in progress.
This past November, those same voters agreed to an indefinite
extension of the program in the years to come. In Palm Beach County,
Florida, voters also approved a sales tax for infrastructure measures.
This step now allows for new funding options as well as exploring
upgrades to transit and adjacent real-estate projects called TODs
(transit-oriented developments).
Trump has stated that his key issues include infrastructure investment to
strengthen the U.S. economic platform, make America more competitive,
create millions of jobs, increase wages for American workers, and reduce
the costs of goods and services for American consumers. He also plans on
making the enactment of "infrastructure funding legislation" a top priority
for the first 100 days of the new administration.
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Cressona Company Celebrates
Opening of Concrete Plant
by Janis McGowan, South Schuylkill News

For those in this business, watching concrete
harden is far more exciting than watching
paint dry.
Local dignitaries and guests turned out last September for a ribbon
cutting and open house celebrating the new concrete batch plant at
Cressona’s Northeast Prestressed Products (NPP). The event consisted
of plant tours and a ribbon-cutting ceremony that followed almost two
years of planning and construction.
Northeast Prestressed Products, formerly Schuylkill Products, has
been making concrete girders for generations. The prestressed concrete
beams are made from scratch at the Cressona location along the
Gordon Nagle Trail (Route 901).
NPP has worked on projects such as New York and New Jersey’s
Goethels Bridge and other spans in the Northeastern Corridor. In
30
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addition to supplying beams, NPP manufactures decks and deck
components for highway and bridge projects. Its products include
prestressed concrete box beams, bulb tees, and I-beams.
Thomas F. Koons, NPP president and COO, said the new batch
plant was designed to make manufacturing more efficient, and
was constructed with an eye toward the future. The old batch
plant was removed, freeing up more space for manufacturing.
"Our new batch plant will enable the mixing of the product
aggregate to be more accurate and better quality," Koons said.
"Our tolerances will increase from 10,000 psi to almost 14,000 psi
with the new equipment."
The company has made several acquisitions and renovations to
improve safety, boost production, and open new markets. NPP
purchased a 70-ton Mi-Jack straddle carrier for more efficient loading
of products along with nine new steerable girder transport units with
increased axles and capacities to meet the ever-changing needs of

Photo credit and caption: Special to South Schuylkill News:
Johnathan B. Paroby
Northeast Prestressed Products President Thomas F. Koons (center)
cuts the ribbon with local officials during the September 23 open
house and ribbon-cutting ceremony for an upgraded manufacturing
plant at Northeast Prestressed Products in Cressona.

bridge designers. The transport units allow the company to transport
longer, heavier bridge girders.
NPP also bought two new prestressed concrete box beam forms
to improve working conditions, quality, and safety, in addition to
two new battery mold forms that will produce precast abutments.
These forms reduce construction times and have less impact on the
traveling public.
With an eye toward expanding its market areas, the company
purchased a 260-linear-foot concrete deck panel form. The purchase
will allow NPP to enter into the concrete bridge deck panel markets
in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions.
Janis McGown is a correspondent for the South Schuylkill
News, and can be reached at (570) 385-7358 or news@
southschuylkillnews.com.
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Update

How Will the Trump Administration
Affect the Legal Climate for Highway
Construction?
by James W. Kutz, Esquire, McNees, Wallace & Nurick LLC

The focus of this
issue of Highway
Builder magazine
is to evaluate what
impact the Trump
Administration,
including the
Republican-controlled
James W. Kutz, Esquire U.S. Congress,
will have on the
highway industry. Inasmuch as improving
infrastructure was one of the first items
that President-elect Trump mentioned in
his acceptance speech, it is understandable
that the highway industry is excited about
the prospects for its businesses moving
forward. While the potential increase in
federal funding, including the potential
for the creation of a long-term permanent
funding solution for the highway industry,
will undoubtedly be the primary issue that
impacts Pennsylvania highway construction,
one also must consider whether the
legal climate for highway contractors in
Pennsylvania will change during the Trump
Administration. While it is always difficult
to predict what any president or Congress
will do, set forth below are five legal issues
to monitor as the new administration
takes office.
1. Will the Appointment of One or More
Supreme Court Justices Impact the
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise System?                                               
With one current Supreme Court vacancy to
fill as a result of Justice Scalia passing away
in 2016, and with the possibility of other
justices retiring in the near future, President
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Trump could ultimately appoint at least two,
and possibly more, Supreme Court justices.
Based solely on age, the three justices who are
most likely to retire in the next four to eight
years are: Justice Ginsberg who was appointed
by President Clinton and turns 84 this year;
Justice Kennedy, a moderate judge who cast a
key vote in a recent affirmative action decision,
who turns 81 this year: and Justice Breyer,
also appointed by President Clinton, who
turns 79 later this year. If President Trump
has the opportunity to appoint more than
one justice to the Supreme Court, there may
be a significant shift in the constitutional law
landscape on many issues.
The most significant issue impacting the
highway construction industry that may
ultimately be addressed by a revamped court
could be the constitutionality of either all or
portions of the existing Federal Disadvantaged
Business Enterprise (DBE) regulations. The
DBE regulations have been in effect in one
form or another since the early 1980s, and
state departments of transportation must
follow the DBE regulations in order to qualify
for federal funding on transportation projects.
Such programs have often been met with legal
challenges based on alleged violations of the
Equal Protection Guarantees of the United
States Constitution.
In the landmark case of Adarand Constructors
Inc. v. Pena, the United States Supreme Court
ruled in 1995 that classifications relating to
the federal DBE program must undergo a
“strict scrutiny” analysis. Essentially, under
Adarand, inasmuch as the Equal Protection

Clause of the United States Constitution
prohibits any classification based on race,
gender, etc., any government programs that
establish special rules for disadvantaged
businesses will only be found to be
constitutional if the regulations implementing
the program survive a “strict scrutiny” analysis.
In the context of the DBE regulations, if a
challenge is brought under a “strict scrutiny”
analysis, the U.S. Department of Transportation
(DOT) would have to demonstrate that its
classification based on race, gender, etc.
both: (1) furthers a compelling government
interest, and (2) is narrowly tailored to advance
that interest.
The Adarand decision prompted the U.S.
DOT to overhaul the DBE regulations in
the late 1990s. Since the late 1990s, while
there have been other challenges to the DBE
regulations in various federal circuits with
mixed results, the U.S. Supreme Court itself
has not had an opportunity to rule definitively
on the constitutionality of the revised DBE
regulations, nor have they had the opportunity
to consider whether such programs are still
constitutional under the Equal Protection
Clause. However, the U.S. Supreme Court has
had an opportunity to rule on a number of
other affirmative action cases, primarily those
involving in the higher-education industry.
In 2016, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a
decision in Fisher v. Texas, which upheld
a race-conscious admissions program
implemented by the University of Texas at
Austin. That case began in 2008, when several

high school seniors who had been denied
admission filed suit. The case was ultimately
heard by the Supreme Court in 2013 and
again in 2016. However, the 2016 decision
was by a 4-to-3 vote, and the four justices who
voted to uphold the program were Justices
Ginsberg, Breyer, Kennedy, and Sotomayor –
three of whom are the most likely to retire in
the next four to eight years.
Inasmuch as a case or controversy takes many
years from the initial filing until the Supreme
Court ultimately hears the case, it is unlikely
that there will be any immediate significant
change in the current DBE landscape as a result
of Supreme Court appointments – although,
Congress itself could change the existing law.
However, it is fair to say that there is a good
possibility that a revamped Supreme Court will
take a more stringent view on whether such
programs pass constitutional muster.
2. What are the Key Environmental Issues
that the New Administration May Address
that Affect Highway Construction?                                                  
One key environmental regulatory issue
that will likely be addressed early in the
administration is the Clean Water Rule (80
FR 37054). The Clean Water Rule established
the extent of the United States’ reach under
the Clean Water Act, providing, among
other things, that tributaries of traditional
navigable waters and waters adjacent to those
tributaries within a certain distance (including
wetlands) are always jurisdictional (i.e., require
a permit to disturb, fill, cross, etc.). The scope
of the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA) jurisdiction over waters that are not
traditional navigable waters has been the
subject of regulation and challenges for many
years, and the Clean Water Rule set forth the
EPA’s latest interpretation of the breadth of its
regulatory powers.
The Clean Water Rule was immediately
challenged, and a Federal District Court
stayed the implementation and enforcement
of the rule nationwide, finding the brightline distance limits may not be supportable.
Other litigation has challenged which court

has jurisdiction to determine the validity of
the rule. While the various litigation moves
forward, the Clean Water Rule remains stayed
nationwide. If the stay is lifted, the rule could,
for example, regulate areas that otherwise may
not be considered wetlands subject to mitigation.
Thus, the rule could delay projects and cause
increased permitting requirements. The Trump
Administration will likely address the Clean
Water Rule to potentially limit the extent of the
federal government’s jurisdiction of remote waters.
3. Will There Be an Increase in the Use of
P3s on Pennsylvania Highway Projects
Under the Trump Administration?                                               
One of the issues that President Trump
stressed during his campaign was the
significant need to have private investors in
infrastructure improvements. Several years
ago, Pennsylvania joined several states in
enacting legislation (Act 88) that permitted
the use of Public Private Partnerships (P3s) on
transportation projects
in Pennsylvania.
Act 88 served as the
legislative framework
for PennDOT to
undertake the Rapid
Bridge Replacement
Project, and also
served as the basis to
allow Northampton
County to recently
undertake its own
bridge replacement
project. There is no
current specific statute
in Pennsylvania to
provide guidelines
for P3 infrastructure
projects other than
transportation projects.

whether the use of P3s will significantly
increase in Pennsylvania as a result of anything
the Trump Administration may do. Rather,
the use of P3s in Pennsylvania will more likely
be driven by the desire of PennDOT and
local authorities to utilize that delivery method.
However, with an increased emphasis on
P3s at the national level, and as more federal
funding becomes available for P3s, there may
be an increase in non-highway infrastructure
P3s. Also, for those P3 projects that are
eventually bid in Pennsylvania, there may be
more interested bidders for those projects
under Trump’s administration, as during his
campaign, the president promised major tax
incentives for those private entities that wish
to invest in infrastructure. While the details
of such tax incentives are still obviously
unknown, participation on the P3 projects
that are bid in Pennsylvania could increase
significantly if such benefits become available.

Given the passage
of Act 88, and the
fact that PennDOT’s
Rapid Bridge
Replacement Program
is ongoing, it is
difficult to predict
www.paconstructors.org
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4. Will PLAs Continue to be Considered for
Federally Funded Construction Projects?                                                                    
The use of Project Labor Agreements
(PLAs) on public projects is another issue to
monitor during the Trump Administration. In
2009, President Obama issued an Executive
Order that “encouraged executive agencies
to consider requiring the use of PLAs in
connection with large-scale construction
projects in order to promote economy and
efficiency in federal procurement.” PLAs are a
controversial topic and are often challenged by
non-union firms and/or trade associations due
to their discriminatory impacts on non-union
contractors. And while the use of PLAs on
infrastructure projects is not widespread, there
have been attempts by the federal government
and various states to use PLAs on projects that
involve federal funding.

the new administration. First, President Trump
could simply repeal President Obama’s Executive
Order and/or issue an Executive Order of his
own that discourages or attempts to prohibit
the use of PLAs on federal projects and/or
federally funded projects. The repeal of President
Obama’s Executive Order and issuance of a new
order would be fairly easy to accomplish, and
it is not a stretch to imagine a change to the
PLA landscape in that respect. Indeed, several
trade associations have already publicly urged
President Trump to take such steps. The second
mechanism, which would involve amending
federal law to expressly prohibit PLAs, would be
a much more difficult challenge, and it is hard
to predict that there will be significant changes
to federal labor law with respect to pre-hire
agreements in the next four years.

Under the landmark Boston Harbor decision
issued several decades ago, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled that the National Labor Relations
Act did not preempt the field, and thus, the
issue of whether PLAs were legal or illegal
became primarily a question of whether such
agreements were legal as a matter of state
bidding laws. However, when the federal
government itself acts as the owner, or when
state or local projects are funded in part by
federal dollars, the actions of a president or
Congress can establish rules for such projects,
including, for example, whether PLAs are
prohibited, encouraged, or discouraged.

5. Will President Trump Follow Through
on His Promise to Reduce the Regulations
Which Impact Transportation Projects?                      
One of President Trump’s major points
of emphasis during his campaign was his
promise to abolish many regulations that
he deemed to be unnecessary. Given the
high volume of regulations that impact the
highway construction industry, ranging from
environmental regulations to Department
of Labor regulations, it is hard to know
where to start in terms of predicting what
the new administration will do in an attempt
to streamline the highway-design and
construction process.

The use of PLAs on public projects could be
impacted through one or two mechanisms by

The American Road & Transportation
Builders Association (ARTBA) published a

document in January 2017 that identifies
a number of federal regulatory issues
affecting the highway construction industry.
ARTBA proposed changes to some
regulations and the elimination of others.
Some of the first steps that could be taken
would be to make existing regulations less
administratively burdensome, rather than
abolishing them completely. For example,
ARTBA’s study identifies proposed changes
to the Buy American Act, which requires
that steel or iron components permanently
incorporated into highway projects be
manufactured in the U.S. While ARTBA
acknowledged the important public policy
rationale for the law, it also noted that there
should be a “common sense interpretation”
of the Buy American Rule, and noted
that requiring voluminous Buy American
documentation for products that are worth
literally pennies can result in delays and
administrative costs that far outweigh the
value of the component parts in question.
The ARTBA study also recommends changes
to, among other things, the DBE program,
U.S. Department of Labor rules regarding
overtime regulations, paid sick leave, as well
as a number of other regulations.
Ultimately, if President Trump follows
through and has congressional support for
his agenda, there will be many new rules that
impact highway contractors and engineering
consultants on a day-to-day basis.
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• A first-ever, metric-driven investment approach for updating the
12-Year program and addressing structurally deficient bridges and
roadway reconstruction.

PennDOT Secretary Recognized
Based on PennDOT's overall
accomplishments for the year, Secretary
Leslie S. Richards was recently honored
as Female Innovator of the Year for a
Government or Non Profit with 2,500
employees or more and Female Executive
of the Year in the same category by the
International Stevie Awards for Women
in Business.
Leslie S. Richards

The awards, given in New York City on
November 18, recognize outstanding women executives who have led
their organizations to higher levels of innovation and achievement.
Nations represented at the event included Argentina, Australia, Canada,
Croatia, Hong Kong, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon,
South Africa, Spain, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom,
and the United States.
"I am very grateful to the wonderful team at PennDOT whose
outstanding accomplishments were recognized with this honor,"
Richards said. "Together, we are delivering transportation services
with efficiency and innovation, fulfilling Governor Wolf 's mandate of
delivering government that works."

• A greater attention to diversity, including outreach to the
disadvantaged business community. A recent series of facilities
contracts included nearly 34 percent going to certified small
businesses and nearly 13 percent having a commitment to engage
diverse businesses.
• The new County Transformation initiative to bring best practices
across PennDOT operations in all 67 counties.
• The new PennDOT 20/20 strategic direction, which includes a
new approach to project development known as PennDOT
Connects. This program will transform the capital and maintenance
project development process to ensure community collaboration
is included, as bicycle facilities, pedestrian accommodations, and
environmentally friendly infrastructure are developed across the state
along with highway and bridge improvements.
• Technology advancements such as the automated vehicle locator
(AVL) system now installed on all 2,200 PennDOT plow trucks that
allow drivers to track snowplow locations through www.511PA.com
as they plan winter travel. Other examples include an advanced
queuing system that helps PennDOT managers reduce wait times
at Driver License Centers and a new mobile application that is
saving time and money for Driver License examiners, and
construction inspectors.

Among her accomplishments that factored in the judges' decision:
• Revitalization of the Idea Link employee suggestion system. Now
called Idea Link 20/20, the system is moving to implement more
than 40 percent of employee-submitted ideas for efficiency, safety,
customer service, and morale. The statewide Office of Administration
has used the program as a model for other state agencies and other
states are exploring adopting the program.

"We are a team of nearly 12,000 dedicated people who are working hard
to manage taxpayer resources wisely while doing our best to maintain
and upgrade our very large transportation network," Richards said.
"On behalf of all of us, I welcome and am grateful for this international
recognition of our accomplishments."

www.paconstructors.org
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Wagman Takes Home National Award
The American Road & Transportation
Builders Association-Transportation
Development Foundation (ARTBATDF) recently recognized Wagman
with the ARTBA-TDF 2016
Contractor Safety Award. This
award honors American contractors
who have implemented exceptional
employee safety programs that
Wagman CEO Mike Glezer
demonstrate strong management
accepts the ARTBA Safety Award commitment, safety planning,
from Granite Construction V.P.
risk assessment, and employee
and Director of Safety Bob Johnson.
participation.

Flagger Force President Helping Keep Girls Safe in Kenya
In the tiny remote village of
Okela, Kenya, high school
girls walk two to three miles
to school. The trek can be
dangerous, sometimes deadly.

Michele Doner (left) poses with children
during her Kenya visit.

They travel through fields and
wooded areas, and along paved
and unpaved roads. If they have
enough money, sometimes they
take a bus for part of the trip.

It's not safe. The girls risk their lives seeking an education.

Wagman’s submission focused on efforts to implement an innovative
program that reflects the company’s commitment to safety as a core
value. As a finalist, Mike Glezer, CEO and Cory Gaye, corporate
safety director, made a presentation, “An Evolving Culture of Safety,”
in front of a panel of industry professionals during ARTBA’s National
Convention in Tucson, Ariz. Glezer and Gaye shared the company’s
safety model that engages every employee at some level to increase
awareness of safety throughout the organization. Wagman is dedicated
to providing a safe work environment and to ensuring that employees
return home safely every day.

That risk was one of the reasons Flagger Force President and Cofounder Michele Doner traveled to Kenya in late August and early
September. Working with the Impact Kenya Initiative, the Flagger
Force Foundation donated funds for the construction of a girls’
dormitory that would eliminate the dangerous trek to school.

Awards were presented in three categories, based on the number of
employee hours worked during the previous year: 1,000,001 or more;
500,001-1,000,000; and 500,000 or fewer. Wagman won the 500,001 –
1,000,000 (medium) Category.

In 2011, the company started the Flagger Force Foundation, which
benefits employees through a scholarship fund and an employee
hardship fund. It also gives to causes most favored by the company:
education and health.

While in Kenya, Doner and four others, including her sister, Cindy
Mellen, taught leadership and management training, assisted with a
medical clinic and were able to see the dorm’s construction's progress
during the two-week trip.

Article courtesy of Central Penn Business Journal.

Burns Supports STEM Programs
Burns Engineering is pleased to announce that its 2016 fundraising
efforts to support Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
(STEM) programs raised $11,900! The year-long fundraiser,
"Engineering a Bright Tomorrow," supports Project Lead the Way
(PLTW). PLTW provides a comprehensive approach to STEM
Education. Through activity-, project-, and problem-based curriculum,
PLTW gives students in kindergarten through high school a chance
to apply what they know, identify problems, find unique solutions,
and lead their own learning. This year, Burns partnered with PLTW
Gateway to provide engineering, biomedical, and computer science
curriculum for middle school students.
Their 5th Annual Monte Carlo Night, the premier event of the
annual fundraising efforts, was held Oct. 1, 2016. This fun and festive
evening was attended by Burns employees, clients, peers, friends, and
supporters of STEM education, and significantly enhanced its
fundraising success.
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Endurance Organization Supports PA Wounded Warriors
The Endurance Organization raised more than $67,000 for the PA
Wounded Warrior organization during this year’s 3rd Annual Clay
Shooting event. The non-profit Endurance Organization was formed in
2014 through a partnership between McCrossin and Best Line Equipment.
Nearly 210 shooters from throughout Pennsylvania participated in the
day’s events, which included a 50 sporting clay shoot, a firearms raffle,
and inspiring stories from servicemen.
Endurance Organization Vice President Joe Leahey noted, “We’ve
donated more than $210,000 over the past three years to the PA
Wounded Warrior organization. We are especially excited about
supporting them because we know that $0.96 of every $1.00 donated
goes directly to soldiers and their families.”

Rose Appointed Northeast Regional Sales Manager

Bob Rose

Acrow Bridge, a leading international
bridge engineering and supply company,
has announced the addition to its business
development and sales team with the
appointment of Bob Rose as northeast
regional sales manager. Rose will direct the
sales and rental of bridging and shoring
products in New Jersey, New York, and
Pennsylvania. He is based in Acrow’s
Parsippany headquarters.

“Bob brings a strong background in the sales and marketing of
fabricated bridging products to the heavy-highway industry,” said
Eugene Sobecki, national sales manager of Acrow. “We welcome him
with the knowledge that his vast experience will help him to grow and
expand our existing business. We would also like to extend our thanks
to Ed Oakley for his many years of service in this position, and offer
our congratulations on his retirement.”
Rose started his career in the bridging business in 1989, as a sales
and marketing representative for DS Brown of North Baltimore,
Ohio. In his 27 years with DS Brown, he moved up the ranks
securing the position as a regional sales manager from 1994-2001,
and was the national sales manager from 2002 until joining the
Acrow team.

Gunn-Mowery Adds New State College Location
On October 21, Gunn-Mowery LLC hosted a ribbon-cutting
ceremony and open house at its new office in State College. The
new office is located at 718 Bellaire Ave., State College, PA 16801.
Working with Reynolds Enterprises, a full-service building solutions
provider based in Harrisburg, Gunn-Mowery renovated the entire
inside of the building with new flooring, ceiling, conference room,
and updated kitchen. The outside of the building received a fresh
coat of paint and two lighted signs with the Gunn-Mowery logo.
According to Greg Gunn, managing partner at Gunn-Mowery
LLC, “This move was necessary, as we needed more useable space,
additional parking for our employees and clients, as well as a longterm lease commitment.”
Gunn-Mowery’s new office represents its commitment to serving
clients and the community of Centre County and surrounding counties.

Bruce & Merrilees Named a ‘Best Place to Work’
The Pittsburgh Business Times (PBT) has
named Bruce & Merrilees one of the “Best
Places to Work in Western Pennsylvania” for
2016. This is the fourth consecutive year the
company has received the award.
Bruce & Merrilees is an electrical construction and services firm
headquartered in New Castle, with branch offices in Pittsburgh and
Bethlehem, and Columbus and Steubenville in Ohio, and Abingdon in
Maryland. With more than 300 employees, the company is in PBT’s
“Large Company” Category. Only 16 large companies were named to
the 2016 list of “Best Places to Work.”
Among the top features that earned Bruce & Merrilees a spot on the
list were making employee safety and well-being a core value; profitsharing contributions to team members’ retirement plans; educational
financial assistance; and a family-oriented culture.

Wagman Collects Items for Troops
Wagman offices
in Pennsylvania
and Virginia
collected extra
Halloween
candy and
other frequently
requested items to
be included in holiday care packages sent to troops. Wagman’s York
offices and Berryville, Va. office collected items for Support Our
American Recruits (S.O.A.R.), while Wagman’s Dinwiddie, Va.
office collected items for Operation Gratitude.
The drive began on November 1 and ran through Veterans Day,
November 11. Employees were encouraged to wear red, white and
blue on the final day of the drive, showing their support to veterans
and active military personnel. Cards signed by employees and cards
colored by kids, who attended Take Your Child to Work Day, were
also included with the donations.
Wagman Vice President Lisa Wagman Glezer, said, “We are proud to
support our local communities and those serving, especially around the
holidays. Last year, we received photos and thank you notes from Guam
and a Certificate of Appreciation from Afghanistan, which made the
annual drive even more rewarding and motivating.”
Wagman provided a check to S.O.A.R. to help pay for the shipping of
the holiday care packages that are sent to service men and women.
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Modjeski & Masters Appoints New President
Modjeski and Masters, a nationwide leader
in the design, inspection, and rehabilitation
of all bridge types, including long-span
and movable structures, announced that
Michael F. Britt assumed the role of
president, effective Jan. 1, 2017.
As president, Britt, who has served as senior
vice president at Modjeski and Masters
Michael F. Britt
since 2012, will be responsible for executing
the firm’s strategic direction, safeguarding
long-term success, and guiding complex projects at a managerial and
technical level. Dr. Barney Martin, who currently holds the position
of president and chief executive officer, will continue to guide the
company’s strategic direction in his role as CEO.
Britt began his career with Modjeski and Masters in 1979 as a co-op
student while attending Drexel University. He briefly left Modjeski and
Masters in 1989 to serve as the assistant division bridge engineer in
the Pennsylvania Division of the Federal Highway Administration. In
this capacity, he oversaw ongoing design and construction activities to
assure conformance to Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and
federal criteria. Upon returning to Modjeski and Masters, Britt served
as director of Business Development for several years before being
promoted to associate in 1997.
In 2012, he was promoted to senior vice president and director of
Business Development, where he has played a crucial leadership role in
the continued growth of the company. Under his guidance, marketing
and business development initiatives were streamlined and modernized.

$2.4-billion funding over five years – PennDOT identified traffic
signals as an area of necessary investment. PennDOT established the
Green Light-Go (GLG) Program to manage the dedicated traffic
signal funding and corresponding maintenance and operations projects.
A byproduct, this program was implementation of TSAMS, for which
Michael Baker led the data collection through coordination with the
PennDOT Central Office and each of its 11 Engineering Districts.
To efficiently collect the necessary data, the Michael Baker team
employed its cutting-edge mobile Light Detection and Ranging
(LiDAR) technology. Michael Baker’s fleet of LiDAR-equipped
vehicles survey an area by measuring the distance to a target by
illuminating it with two laser lights – each which can measure up
to 600,000 points per second with a total maximum measurement
frequency of 1,200,000 points per second. The firm’s LiDAR-equipped
vans safely collected all visible assets to minimize traffic disruption and
prevented technicians from working in traffic lanes. Since all LiDAR
data was collected at the intersections, PennDOT can now review data
on other non-signal infrastructure assets at the intersections.
More than 70 Michael Baker team members across nine offices took
part in the project, which ran from August 2015 through June 2016.
The resulting database is now available for all PennDOT and municipal
stakeholders to access at: http://www.dot17.pa.gov/tsams/login.do.

Gannett Fleming Names New Chairman, President
Gannett Fleming named two company veterans to its top leadership
positions. Effective Jan. 7, 2017, Robert M. Scaer, P.E., is chairman
of the board and chief executive officer; and Paul D. Nowicki, P.E.,
is president and chief operating officer.
Scaer is the eighth person in the 100year history of Gannett Fleming to
serve as chairman and CEO. In this role,
he is responsible for formulating and
implementing the strategic action plan
that guides the direction of the firm and
drives the company's continued growth and
expansion into new markets.

Britt earned a B.S. and M.S., civil engineering from Drexel University in
1983 and 1990, respectively. He is a professional engineer in Pennsylvania
and is a member of the American Institute of Steel Construction.

Baker Uses Mobile LiDAR Technology to Capture
Traffic Signal Data
Michael Baker International recently completed a nearly $7-million
project for PennDOT to collect data from more than 8,600 traffic
signals across the state. During the course of one year, the Michael
Baker team – working with PennDOT’s Traffic Signal Asset
Management System (TSAMS) – collected nearly 20 million data
fields for each of the 8,623 traffic signals analyzed, which populated a
centralized database to support PennDOT’s future planning, design,
maintenance, and operational decision making.
With the passage of Pennsylvania Act 89 in 2013 – a comprehensive
piece of state transportation legislation that calls for an additional
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Robert M. Scaer

Scaer served as president and COO from
2009 through 2016, transforming the
day-to-day operations, as well as the business and strategic planning
firm-wide. He also was the chief information officer from 2004 to
2013, during which time he led the firm through a digital infrastructure
transformation and oversaw the corporation's enterprise information
technology (IT) systems. From 2002 to 2009, Scaer was president
of GeoDecisions, Gannett Fleming's geospatial and IT solutions
division. He holds a patent for IRRIS® technology, a web-based,
decision-support and geographic information system that integrates

transportation, logistics, in-transit visibility/total asset visibility and
infrastructure data in a single, secure application.

PA’s S.R. 50 Recognized with National Award
The high-quality
workmanship on the
State Route 50 overlay
project was recently
recognized by the
American Concrete
Pavement Association
(ACPA), as the
recipient of the Gold
National Excellence
in Concrete Pavement
Award in the Overlays
and Highways
Category.

Scaer started with Gannett Fleming in 1982, upon graduating with a
bachelor of science in civil engineering from Purdue University. He also
holds a masters of business administration from the Pennsylvania State
University. He is a registered professional engineer in Pennsylvania.

Paul D. Nowicki

Nowicki succeeds Scaer in the role of
president and COO. He is responsible
for establishing Gannett Fleming's
comprehensive goals for performance,
leading the day-to-day direction and
operations, and overseeing the overall
performance of the company. He also
oversees the daily operations of more than
60 offices worldwide.

Nowicki served as Gannett Fleming's
Southeast Region director from 2014 through 2016, during which time
he directed operations for offices in Florida, Tennessee and Louisiana.
From 2006 to 2014, Nowicki served as Gannett Fleming's Northeast
Region director and oversaw the operations of its New York, New
Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts and New Hampshire offices.
Nowicki's career with Gannett Fleming began in Detroit as an intern
in 1982. He continued with the firm during his academic studies and,
upon graduation in 1986, he moved to New Jersey where he began fulltime employment with the firm. Nowicki has worked on some of the
largest transportation projects in Gannett Fleming's history, including
the extension of the New Jersey Route 18 Corridor in New Brunswick,
Middlesex and Monmouth counties, for which he was responsible for
managing more than $500 million in transportation improvements.
Nowicki holds a bachelor of science in civil engineering from the
University of Detroit. He is a registered professional engineer in New
Jersey and Massachusetts.
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Located in South
Fayette Township, this 4.2-mile-long concrete overlay project on S.R.
50 was bid as an alternative paving material with the option of crack
and seal with a bituminous overlay, or a six-inch, un-bonded concrete
overlay. The $19-million un-bonded concrete overlay prevailed over the
two bituminous bids by more than $2 million.
Golden Triangle Construction and Mackin Engineering Company,
in conjunction with the University of Pittsburgh, incorporated new
technologies rarely or never before utilized in Pennsylvania. These
utilizations included variable-thickness concrete overlay; mix-design
optimization for better long-term pavement performance; optimization
of the pavement overlay profile; and stringless paving and real-time
smoothness; all of which resulted in a high-quality project with a
considerable cost savings over the asphalt alternative bids.
The success of the project was due to the ability to overcome the various
challenges that could have compromised the schedule. These included
changes to the grades and curb placement, which forced re-design
of a large portion of the project, as well as an unusually rainy spring
and summer, requiring Golden Triangle’s crews to work most
weekends to stay on schedule.
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APC
800 North Third Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102
Change Service Requested

MANAGE
YOUR RISKS

Get an Inspection
from our Expert
Technicians

BY LETTING US MANAGE
YOUR PAVER REPAIR

GET READY FOR THE 2017 PAVING SEASON
Let our experts repair your paver, roller or milling machine to help you avoid extended
downtime and wasted asphalt. We have these special offers on winter paver maintenance:
20% OFF* all qualified paver parts and 20% OFF* labor
for in-shop service
10% OFF* paver parts for counter orders
Plus, get a 1-year unlimited hour warranty on parts and labor for all parts installed by
Cleveland Brothers

For more details visit:
www.ClevelandBrothers.com/Paver-Saver
or call 866-551-4602
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